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Regulatory 
Relationships 

U.S. Congress
• Defines a goal for regulatory reform through directive or law or 

directly institutes reform through law. Reauthorizes PHMSA.

NTSB (National Transportation Safety Board)
• Insures through accident investigation that congresses intent is 

being meet and recommends improvements

PHMSA (Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration)
• Writes regulations based on reform, participates in industry 

groups, trains investigators, investigate failures, inspect 
operators, initiate legal actions and ensures state partners are 
performing at expected levels.

State Partners
• Granted regulative authority through state program agreements 

to act as PHMSA representatives.
• PHMSA State Programs ensures that state partners have the 

tools they need and are performing at an appropriate level 



Pipeline Safety Law

• https://www.law.cornell.edu
/uscode/text/49/subtitle-
VIII/chapter-601
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https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline/gas-transmission-integrity-management/gas-transmission-integrity-management-gt-im-
overview
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Thanks!
Bryan Kichler
Bryan.Kichler@dot.gov
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